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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


This month's meeting is really not a meeting 
but our annual picnic. 


It will be held at my place and starting at 
5:00pm on Saturday, the 15th. 


Please bring a salad or dessert anda 
beverage if you like. | will provide burgers, hot 
dogs and maybe some Brats. 


Let me know if you are coming with number of 
attendees. 935-7441 or 480-6304. 


Address is: 

1496 Nut Tree Ln 

Sonoma, CA 95476 
| am right off Lovell Valley Rd. Just look for 
antennas. 


A couple of dates, Pacificon is on Oct 12,13 
and we have a VE session at McDougle Hall 
on the 29th of this month. 


We want to welcome new member, Dan, 
KV6X, to VOMARC. 


Be thinking of the election, no not the national 
one, but for next year's VOMARC officers. It 
seems that we have had the same crew on for 
quite a while. Too bad there aren't any term 
limits. But seriously, give it some thought. 
Remember that we all help one another. 


Looking forward to seeing you all at the picnic. 
—73, Jim, KEUUW 


September 2012 


Minutes of August 15, 2012 


The meeting was formally called to order by 
the Honorable President, Jim Hill, KEUUW at 
7:36 PM on August 15, 2012. 


Introductions There were 14 members in 
attendance. Members in attendance were, 
KG6QNT (Eileen), KD6FIL (Dave), KG6N 
(Frank), NJ6E (Stan), KF6FZM (Dick), W6EDDU 
(Gordon), KBEUUW (Jim), N6KM (Ken), KJ6QIQ 
(Scott), KA2QIQ (Declan), KJ6EIG (Bill), 
KJ6DPZ (Desmona), N7PIB (San), KEKLL 
(Alan). 


Approval of Minutes: Minutes, as published 
in the newsletter, were approved with the 
correction that KG6N was in attendance last 
month!!!. 


Secretary: Nothing to report. 


Treasurer: There is $3162.38 in the bank in 
the bank as of July 31, 2012. Less a couple of 
checks written at the meeting. 


Radio Officer: Nothing to report. 


ACS: There is a new Radio Officer, Jim 
Goodman. The next ACS event will be the 
Great Shake in October. It sounds like the new 
radio officer has some plans for ACS. Ona 
local note there has been limited check ins on 
the Monday night net. If you can, please check 
in. 

Website: Looks good. 


Net Control: It looks like W5LTP (Sam) is net 
control for September. 


Old Business 


Young Eagles was last weekend. We had 
technical issues with the coax and it was a very 
short operation. The next Young Eagles event 
is September 9. 


N6P is scheduled for August 18 and 19. We 
will be monitoring 146.520 for those driving 
out. 


New Business 


New (Used) 20 Meter Monoband Antenna: 
The club received a 20 meter mono band 
antenna from Ron and the Silverado Radio 
Amateurs. We put it together and tested it out. 
It should be fun for the next field day event. 


There are a number of public service events 
coming up. Wine to Waves, September 22 and 
23, and the Gran Fondo on September 29. If 
you are interested in volunteering please 


contact KEXLT@sonic.net. 


There is a VE session coming up on 
September 29" at McDougal Hall. 


Pacificon is October 13, 14 and 15. 


Dean is starting and Engineering Pathway 
Program and the High School and is looking for 
volunteers to help out. 


The next meeting is a club BBQ and the home 
of KBUUW on September 15 starting at 5 PM. 


The Cal QSO party is in October 6 and 7. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PMish. 


The program for the night was testing coax. 
—Respectully submitted, Dave KD6FIL, Sec 


Is Amateur Radio Too Focused on 
EmComm? 


—Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


On the HamRadioHelpGroup, a Yahoo Group 
mailing list for anyone looking for help with 
anything related to amateur radio, one ham 
asked "Over lunch today | read the September 
issue of QST, which is heavily EnComm 
oriented. The articles were interesting, but the 
op-ed piece on page 98 seemed a little over 
the top to me...Has this focus of this intensity 
always been a part of ham radio and | just 


wasn’t expecting it? How has it evolved over 
the years?" 


To answer the question, another replied by 
posting Section 97.1, namely the principles 
behind the amateur radio service: 


Sec. 97.1 Basis and purpose. 


The rules and regulations in this part are 
designed to provide an amateur radio service 
having a fundamental purpose as expressed in 
the following principles: 


(a) Recognition and enhancement of the value 
of the amateur service to the public as a 
voluntary noncommercial communication 
service, particularly with respect to providing 
emergency communications. 


(b) Continuation and extension of the 
amateur’s proven ability to contribute to the 
advancement of the radio art. 


(c) Encouragement and improvement of the 
amateur service through rules which provide 
for advancing skills in both the communication 
and technical phases of the art. 


(d) Expansion of the existing reservoir within 
the amateur radio service of trained operators, 
technicians, and electronics experts. 


(e) Continuation and extension of the 
amateur’s unique ability to enhance 
international goodwill. 


He went on to say, "I think that 97.1(a) 
addresses your question." 


| like that reply a lot. First, it shows that 
providing emergency and public-service 
communications has been a part of amateur 
radio since its beginnings. Some hams are 
extremely focused on this, and | applaud them. 
In my opinion, the piece referred to in the latest 
QST was not over the top. 


| think, however, that some hams do 
sometimes go overboard on emcomm, and act 
as if it’s the only reason that ham radio exists. 
It’s not. As you can see, the rules describe five 
different “purposes” for amateur radio. 
Emcomm might be the first, but it’s only one of 
five. We need to keep in mind the other four as 
well. | personally like (e), and would like to see 


amateur radio actually do more to promote 
international good will. 


What do you think? 


(Editor's Note: Personally, Emergency 
communication is the reason | became a Ham 
and the primary reason | participate.) 


When he's not pondering the place of 
emergency communications in amateur radio, 
Dan, KB6NU, writes books about ham radio. 
He is currently feverishly trying to finish the No- 
Nonsense Extra Class License Guide. You can 
read excerpts from this upcoming book on his 
website, http://www.kb6nu.com/. You can e- 
mail him with comments, questions, 
compliments, or brickbats at 


cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 


2012 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY EILEEN KG6QNT 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JIM K6UUW 
APRIL 
MAY 
JUNE GEORGE K6ITE 
JULY CRAIG KF6QZP 
AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WD6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


2012 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY ED WIEJ 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JOAN W6WXU 
APRIL DAVE KG6FIL 
MAY FRANK KG6N 
JUNE ED W1EJ 
JULY 
AUGUST KEN N6KM 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 16 EDITION 9 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Ed Jacobson W1EJ — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KI6EDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


VOMARC Activates N6P, 
Point Reyes Lighthouse 


—Photos by Ken N6KM 


VALLEY OF THE MOON 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB. 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE the Annual Picnic, SAT, SEPT 15, AT the home of JIM K6UUW 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2012 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


